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Times of transition

At first The Advocate identified itself simply
as "the national gay newsmagazine.” Then
we realized we'd underestimated ourselves

‘ ‘ hat is trans
gender?

asked om a

cover featur-

lympian Greg Louganis

w

ansgender actress-singsr

Al

exandra Billings. On May 25
1999, that question seemed 1o be

TYLNESs Hps, Bay ar

alike. Some three decades after

shians had become visi-

gays and

s trans people's turm

hat in mind, w
scoop from three people who'd

know: Billings, award-winning

BOt tne

ther Loren Cameron

pholag

and educator-author Jamison
James" Green

It's all about a third sex. It's all
abut ”"l 5 DLNEr f-“"ll':-.' gt we

don't understand and we can’t put a
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label on " said Billings, "That's what |
am. You can call me transgender
you can call me a |

an, Yo cai
Cabl me a WoiTian, you can call me &
man. I'm all of those things and
noneof them!

That was 1
Hilary =
year-old trans man Brandon Teena
in gueer writer-directar Kimberly

Pelrce's Boys Dan't Cry. The perfor

thie same year

ank played murdersd 21

mance would win Swank her first

Academy Award. And in the eight

years Since, transgence 55
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Nevmnal and Saldiers Gint combined

for 35 award nominations

-<;.-rrm:'l<F1F|'|. Television movies

em Comfort, a documentary abaut
the life of trans man Robert Eads,
took the Grand Jury Prize at Sun-

dance in 2007; and Feficity Huff-

marn won a Golden Glabe in 2006
for her portrayal of a trans woman
discovering the son she never knew
she had fathered in Transamerica

oo many headlines durir

these years involved violence. We
covered the murder of Gwen Araujo,

n from MNewark, Calif,

15 Degten o deatn at a party
in 2002, Trans people continue to
b targeted for more, @nd mare v

cious. hate crimes than are gays

} 2000
Grand Central Terminal 70-ye
trans woman Helena Sto
sful fight for new Metropal

tan Transportation Authorty regu-
s allowing people to use bath

i

SUCTE

la

TEENTIS I il -'1'I.|‘- Lz EZ-T
expression. For her courage, we
rnamed her ane of our Peaple of the

Year for 2006

As medicine and mores have
evalvied, more ano mare trans peo-

ple are opting for hormones and

lew Zealand's
Beyer distin-

shed herself while disarming her

REing recognizes
parliament, Georgina

ctors, In ac

me, bialogy pro
fessar Joan Roughgarden used her

v

1 mare

ced—and more inclusnve—than
rvs. Lesbians have seen a seis-
Ift a5 some of thelr most

prosminent butch women have cho

san to transition. Writers like Patrick
Califia have enlightened us

throughout their pende
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The old troge of the tragic trans:
sexual has [ong since been put to

£r expression 1s now

rest. Gen

egally pratected in snme states,
And in the eyes
tion pender itsedff

E

NEw EENEra-
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it not & rigid two-sided coin
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but an opportunity for fividity and
seff-creation.
The Advo

E NOLCE that whnell

ate has oo

&

gay, leshian, Diszwual, or transgen-

der, we'ne here and we're guesr and
the warld is richer for it 1l
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Columbine High Sc
the scene of a deadly shooting by
two Colorado teens, April 20

for the death of Lalk-show
guest Scott Amedure, April 8

2K bug womies amount to
nothing as the new millennium
dawmns, December 31




